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Metropolitan University Prague – MUP

Department of International Relations and European Studies



Institutional Framework of European Integration

Summer 2023
Bachelor’s Degree – second year

Monday, 13.30-16.20, Room 021 (once every 14 days)
Lecturer: Associate Professor Mats Braun, PhD (mats.braun@mup.cz). Office hours: Tuesday 10.00-12:00, or by appointment. 
Teaching assistant: Oleksandra Kovalevska (sasha.kovalevska1@gmail.com)
Course description

This course introduces the institutions and decision-making in the European Union. We will start with the historical evolution of the institutional framework of the EU which has undergone substantial changes since the beginning of the European integration process. Emphasis will be put on the four key EU institutions: the European Commission, the European Council, the EU Council and the European Parliament. However, we will also address other advisory and judicial institutions that form European integration's complex and interlinked institutional framework. The course explains the institutional framework of the European Union with a starting point in theories coming from the fields of international relations and comparative political science.

Students will learn how the key decisions affecting the strategic direction of the EU are adopted through the revision of the Union treaties and the day-to-day decision on the form of EU legislation. We will also discuss ways in which the EU enforces its rules, and mention the specific decisions, such as the admission of new members or withdrawal of existing ones. Throughout the course, we refer to the example of EU climate policy, external as well as internal, to illustrate the workings of the key institutions as well as the challenges of European integration.   
Structure of the course

All sessions of the course include both lecture and seminar elements. 
Course requirements

Seminar discussions and assignments – 40%
Final exam – 60%
Final exam – is intended to check the student’s understanding of the topics discussed throughout the semester. The exam has two components a) a test with a combination of short answer questions and multiple-choice questions and b) an oral exam. Details will be provided well in time for the exam. A passing degree on the final exam is required to pass the course.
Required readings 

· Kenealy, Daniel, John Peterson and Richard Corbett eds. (2018) The European Union: How does it work? 5th ed. Oxford: Oxford University Press

· Cini, Michelle and Nieves Pérez-Solórzano Borragán eds. (2016) European Union Politics 5th ed. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Recommended literature: 

· Academic journals- Journal of Common Market Studies, Journal of European Public Policy, Journal of European Integration 
· Specialized internet news coverage – EurActiv (www.euractiv.com), EU Observer – (www.euobserver.com). 

· www.europa.eu – official website of the EU.


Course schedule and compulsory readings

6.3. Session 1-2. Introduction and Overview of EU institutions and decision-making procedures 
Readings: Corbett, Peterson and Kenealy Ch. 3. in Kenealy, Peterson and Corbett (eds.) The European Union How does it Work?

20.3. Session 3-4. The European Parliament and the Role of Member States and the Council 
Readings: Burns. Ch. 11, in Cini and Pérez-Solórzano Borragán (eds.) European Union Politics. Corbett Ch. 7, in . in Kenealy, Peterson and Corbett (eds.), The European Union How Does it Work?  Laffan Ch. 4 in Kenealy, Peterson and Corbett (eds.) The European Union How does it Work?; Lewis, Ch. 10 in in Cini and Pérez-Solórzano Borragán (eds.) European Union Politics.

Discussion topic: How does a new topic arrive on the EU’s agenda? Why did the EU decide to become a global leader in climate mitigation?
3.4. Session 5-6 The European Commission and the Court of Justice of the European Union  

Readings: Kapsis, Ch. 12. in Cini and Pérez-Solórzano Borragán (eds.) European Union Politics. 
Readings: Egberg, Ch. 9, in Cini and Pérez-Solórzano Borragán (eds.) European Union Politics.

Discussion topic: What is the European Green Deal initiated by the European Commission? 
17.4. Session 7-8. Why European Integration? Theories of European integration: neo-functionalism, intergovernmentalism and constructivism
Readings: Stroby Jensen, Ch. 4, Cini, Ch. 5. in Cini and Pérez-Solórzano Borragán (eds.) European Union Politics. What is the European Union? How can the EU be compared with other organizations and political systems? Governance theory
Readings: Christiansen, Ch. 7. in Cini and Pérez-Solórzano Borragán (eds.) European Union Politics.

Discussion topic: Why so many theories? What do they explain? Can they be used to explain why integration developed, why the cooperation includes an environmental and climate agenda? 
15.5. Session 9-10. The EU and the Global Climate Challenge
Part 1. Europeanization of EU Climate Policy. 

Readings. Braun, M., Ch. 6. In Europeanization of Environmental Policy in the New Europe – Beyond Conditionality

Part 2. Normative Power Europe and the EU as a Global Climate Leader

Readings

Lectures offered to Partner Universities in hybrid form. 
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