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Metropolitan University Prague – MUP

Department of International Relations and European Studies



International Politics of the Environment


Lecturer: doc. Mgr. Michal Kolmas, Ph.D.
E-mail: michal.kolmas@mup.cz
Office: 211 (2nd floor, Strašnice building)
Consultation hours: Thu 9:00-10:30 (best to send email prior)
Course description
The course investigates the contemporary international politics of the environment. It focuses on the connection of environmental issues (most notably climate change, but also animal rights, pollution, deforestation and others) and international politics. It does so in three particular parts. In the first part, it conceptualizes the connection between environmental politics/Anthropocene studies and international relations. In the second part, it investigates the global governance of environmental politics through the analysis of the UNFCCC format and the limits of cooperation on environmental issues. In the third part, it focuses on several particular issues of the Anthropocene, such as animal protection, energy security, water and food security and the impacts of climate change on global demography. 

Upon completing the course, students should have detailed knowledge about the social effects of climate change. Students will be able to understand environmental and ecological impacts of climate change on communities, societies, states and relations between them.

Course completion criteria
Students can get altogether 100 points. In order to pass the course, at least 70 points are required. The points will be distributed among presentation (30 points) and final written exam (70 points). Presentation topics are written in the syllabus – students form groups and apply for one of the topics on a first come – first served basis. Only one group can apply for each topic. The presentation should be approximately 15 minutes long and will take place in the specified lecture. It will be followed by a discussion of the topic.

The final exam will take place in the exam period and will be in the form of open questions – mostly directed at the content of the lectures. Students are expected to participate in classes and can get another 5 extra points for winning the quiz in the 11th week.

The student will require to earn at least 70 points to pass the course. The marks (for ERASMUS students) are as follows: 70-75 E, 76-81 D, 82-87 C, 88-94, 95-100 A. 

Course outline and literature
1. Introduction, course description, objectives, shape of the contemporary world 
Required literature: IPCC Sixth Assessment report, summary. Available at: http://report.ipcc.ch/sr15/pdf/sr15_spm_final.pdf

2. International politics and the environment – basic concepts and classifications, IR theory
Hough, Peter (2014): Environmental security. London: Routledge, pages 1-21

Frank Biermann (2021) The future of ‘environmental’ policy in the Anthropocene: time for a paradigm shift, Environmental Politics, 30:1-2, 61-80, DOI: 10.1080/09644016.2020.1846958

Other suggested (non-required) reading:

Peters, Susanne (2004): Coercive western energy security strategies: ‘resource wars’ as a new threat to global security, Geopolitics, 9:1: 187-212 

3. Environmental security, environmental conflict
Hough, Peter (2014): Environmental security. London: Routledge, pages 21-35

Dalby, Simon (2009): Security and environmental change. London: Polity, pages 36-56

Other suggested reading:
Ide, Tobias – Scheffran, Jürgen (2014): On climate, conflict and cumulation: suggestions for integrative cumulation of knowledge in the research on climate change and violent conflict, Global Change, Peace & Security, 26:3, 263-279

4. Sustainable development
Elliott, Jennifer (2013): An Introduction to sustainable development. London: Routledge, pages 7-44

5. Global governance of the environment
Elliott, Jennifer (2013): An Introduction to sustainable development. London: Routledge, pages 90-140

6. Global governance of the environment: Paris Agreement and its implementation
Falkner, Robert (2016): The Paris Agreement and the new logic of international climate talks, International Affairs, 92:5, pp. 1107-1125

Other suggested reading:
Hohne et al (2016): The Paris Agreement: resolving the inconsistency between global goals and national contributions, Climate Policy, 17:1, pp. 16-32

7. Animal protection in times of climate change + PRESENTATION. Topic:
International regulation of ivory trade: how poachers kill for ivory, where is it transported and what can be done to limit ivory trade?
Kolmas, M. (Forthcoming): The rise and fall of environmental norms: Cultural and political contestations of animal protection in Japan. 

Malone, Selby and Longo (2014): Political-Ecological Dimensions of Silvery Gibbon Conservation Efforts, International Journal of Sociology, 1: 34-53

Other suggested (non-required) reading: Whitley, C. T and L. Kalof (2014): Animal Imagery in the Discourse of Climate Change, International Journal of Sociology, 1: 10-33

8. Wars, energy and the environment + PRESENTATION. Topic
Energy security: Oil and gas projects in the Amazon/Indonesia/diamond trade in Central Africa?
Suggested literature: Hough, Peter (2014): Environmental security. London: Routledge, pages 46-55

Seiyefa, Ebimboere (2019): ‘The climate has always been changing’: Sarah Palin, climate change denialism, and American conservatism, African Security Review, on-line firt, 

9. Water and food security + PRESENTATION #3. Topic: 
The relationship between food production and climate change (how does climate change influence food production and what foods are environmentally harmful)
Suggested literature: United Nations (2013): Water security and the global water agenda. Accessible at http://www.unwater.org/downloads/watersecurity_analyticalbrief.pdf
10. Demography + PRESENTATIONS #4 . Topics: 
The impact of climate change on indigenous populations: a selected case study (for instance, Australia, see https://tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13549839.2019.1590325, but you can choose your own)
Suggested literature: Hough, Peter (2014): Environmental security. London: Routledge, pages 37-46

11. Final quiz game
Other recommended literature:
Floyd, Rita – Mathew, Richard A. (eds., 2013): Environmental security. London: Routledge

Karns, Margareth – Mingt, Karen (2009): International organizations. London: Lynne Rienner Publishing

Dalby, Simon (2009): Security and environmental change. London: Polity

Elliott, Jennifer (2013): An Introduction to sustainable development. London: Routledge Hough, Peter (2014): Environmental security. London: Routledge

Weiss, Thomas G. – Thakur, Ramesh (2010) Global Governance and the UN. Bloomington: Indiana University Press.

Weiss, Thomas G. (2013): Global governance. London: Polity Press

Levi, Michael (2010): Energy Security: An Agenda for Research, Council on Foreign Relations. Accessible at http://www.cfr.org/publication/22427/energy_security.html
Yueh, Linda (2010): An International Approach to Energy Security, Global Policy 1 (2): 216-217

Ross, Michael L. (2008): Blood Barrels: Why Oil Wealth Fuels Conflict, Foreign Affairs
Froggatt, Anthony – Levi, Michael (2009): Climate and energy security policies and measures: synergies and conflicts, International Affairs, 85 (6): 1129-1141

Tuchman Mathews, Jessica (1989): Redefining Security, Foreign Affairs, 68 (2): 162-177

Gleick, Peter H. (1993): Water and Conflict: Fresh Water Resources and International Security,  International Security, 18 (1): 79-112.

Buhaug, Halvard – Gleditsch, Nils Petter – Theisen, Ole Magnus (2008): Implications of Climate Change for Armed Conflict, report to World Bank, Washington, DC: WorldBank Group. Accessible at http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTRANETSOCIALDEVELOPMENT/Resources/SDCCWorkingPaper_Conflict.pdf
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